
Thank you to our Ellsworth Home and School for providing the materials for our 
Parent Workshops!! 







 

 

 

 

Learning to read is not a natural process, as language learning is. Our brains are 

wired to speak, but not read. This means that kids need intentional instruction as 

well as intentional practice to become strategic readers. As we know, learning 

something new always requires practice. 

Students have time built in to the school day to practice, but they also need time at 

home!
	

Reading at home  should happens in several different ways. First, continue reading 

to your child even if they are already reading independently. Why? 

Listening to you read improves your child’s fluency and builds your child’s 

vocabulary. They hear your smooth, expressive, reading and it serves as a model 

for them. Also, the vocabulary used in children’s picture books is, for the most part, 

more sophisticated than our conversational vocabulary. 


Second, listening to reading also strengthens our kids’ background knowledge 

about the world and about different story structures. They may be unable to read on 

their own about a topic, but they will learn new concepts and story structures 

listening to reading. MyOn or RAZ Kids are two good resources for listening to 

reading.
	

Third students must practice reading independently and out loud to you. This gives 

you an opportunity to hear how they problem solve while they read, or whether or 




not they are understanding what they read. It also gives them a chance to apply the 
skills and strategies they are learning at school (see next slide notes for more info on 
reading independently at home). 

Reading at home should be a pleasurable experience. Avoid frustration, start with 
books they can read with success. 



 

 

 

Another way kids need to read at home is independently reading TO YOU. This is a 
new phenomenon for most of our first grade students and it’s a very exciting time. 
We are working on building their stamina to read for longer stretches. At home you 
could set a timer or set a goal of a particular number of books or pages to read. 

Many parents want to know how to help their child when they struggle with a word. 
Support your child by allowing time for them to problem solve before jumping in to 
help with a word. Encourage them to try something before asking for help. 

Another way to help is by acting like a coach- encouraging while also making 
suggestions:  Three important questions to ask so that you’re putting the 
responsibility more on them, would be “Does that make sense? Does that sound 
right? Does that look right? 
Some things they can try include: 
Using picture and beginning letter clues 
Decoding the word from left to right (this doesn’t always work). We want kids to 
move from letter-by-letter decoding to looking for parts or chunks of the word that 
they recognize right away.  For example, looking in the middle or end of word for a 
clue-word family? Word ending such as ing? 

Students can solve unknown words in different ways. “Sounding out” words from left 
to right doesn’t always work and works less and less as the text becomes more 



complex. 

First graders are solidifying their knowledge and use of the short vowel sounds, which 
can be difficult. They are also starting to read words with blends and digraphs. 
Next come words with silent e and a few common vowel teams. Reading at home 
provides an opportunity to practice these patterns. 



A packet of spinner games has been provided for practicing vowel teams. 

We practice some skills in isolation, but remember our goal is to have the students 
use that knowledge in context of reading and writing. 



The ultimate goal is of course comprehension and thinking. 

You can support your child by talking about the books and stories they read. A list of 
conversation starters has been provided to use before, during, and after reading 
with your child. 



It can be difficult to find books your child can read to you independently. RAZ Kids is 
one resource. Your child has a subscription to RAZ Kids. 





The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s award-winning children’s literacy website, Storyline Online, 
streams videos featuring celebrated actors reading children’s books alongside creatively 
produced illustrations. Readers include Viola Davis, Chris Pine, Lily Tomlin, Kevin Costner, 
Annette Bening, James Earl Jones, Betty White and dozens more. 



Word Study incorporates  nine areas of learning which lead to students 
becoming stronger readers and writers. These areas are incorporated 
throughout the day as well as during the explicit word study time.  

We will focus on two of these areas: Words Their Way and High-Frequency 
Words. 



 

 

The first one is our developmental spelling program called Words Their 
Way. This is based on the fact that our brain seeks out patterns to make 
sense of something. Based on each student’s developmental spelling 
stage, they are placed in a small group in which they learn particular 
spelling patterns/features and practice sorting words that have the 
spelling pattern being studied. As you can see this is very different from 
the traditional spelling instruction that most of us experienced in school. 



 
 

Students spend approximately five school days on a sort. This can be 
more or less, so the new sort may not always come home on the same 
day of the week. 

On the first day of a sort, the classroom teachers introduces the words, 
and together with the students, discovers the spelling pattern, or 
feature, of the words. Together they sort the word cards. Students cut 
out the words to keep at school and another copy of the sort is sent 
home. 

There are two ways that we sort words- SPELLING PATTERN and 
SOUND. 



On approximately day 5 there is a spell check. This lets the teacher know if the 
students are ready to move on to the next sort. It is not unusual to spend an extra 
day or two on a sort if needed. 



67% of words your children will encounter are in the Fry’s First 300. 

Students are expected to read and spell their grade level high-frequency words by 
the end of the school year. 




